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Iraq to lower ‘age of consent’ for girls to nine at behest of Shia Muslim parties

Nov 9, 2024 1:00 pm By Robert Spencer29 Comments

Islamic tradition records that Muhammad consummated his marriage with (i.e., raped) Aisha when
she was nine, and the resultant fact that child marriage and the sexualization of children are taken
for granted in wide swaths of the Islamic world.

“The Prophet wrote the (marriage contract) with Aisha while she was six years old and consummated
his marriage with her while she was nine years old and she remained with him for nine years (i.e. till
his death)” (Bukhari 7.62.88).

Another tradition has Aisha herself recount the scene:

The Prophet engaged me when | was a girl of six (years). We went to Medina and stayed at the home
of Bani-al-Harith bin Khazraj. Then | got ill and my hair fell down. Later on my hair grew (again) and
my mother, Um Ruman, came to me while | was playing in a swing with some of my girl friends. She
called me, and | went to her, not knowing what she wanted to do to me. She caught me by the hand
and made me stand at the door of the house. | was breathless then, and when my breathing became
all right, she took some water and rubbed my face and head with it. Then she took me into the
house. There in the house | saw some Ansari women who said, “Best wishes and Allah’s Blessing and
a good luck.” Then she entrusted me to them and they prepared me (for the marriage). Unexpectedly
Allah’s Apostle came to me in the forenoon and my mother handed me over to him, and at that time |
was a girl of nine years of age. (Bukhari 5.58.234).

Muhammad was at this time fifty-four years old. Nowadays in the West there are elaborate efforts
to deny all this. An Islamic scholar/apologist named Joshua Little has constructed an elaborate
argument from close study of the chains of transmitters (isnads) of various traditions about Aisha,
claiming that those traditions, despite appearing in Sahih Bukhari, the hadith collection Muslims
consider most reliable, are actually inauthentic. Little’s argument, however, is absurd and self-
contradictory. He acknowledges that the hadiths are late and unreliable from a historical
standpoint, and even admits that the chains of transmitters, like the stories themselves, were
freely forged. Then he bases his whole argument for the traditions being inauthentic even on
Islamic grounds on the basis of the isnads that he just admitted could be forged. He claims to be
able to determine the age of various traditions by how they were forged, but here is argument is so
conjectural and subjective as to be essentially worthless.

Little is also a standard-issue lemming academic. He denounces people he calls “Islamophobes” for
making much of Muhammad’s marriage to Aisha. He ignores the primary reason why anyone cares
about this: not because, as he claims, “Islamophobes” contend that Muhammad’s example forces
Muslims to condone child marriage, but because all too many Islamic authorities do condone child
marriage. In April 2011, the Bangladesh Mufti Fazlul Haque Amini declared that those trying to pass
a law banning child marriage in that country were putting Muhammad in a bad light: “Banning
child marriage will cause challenging the marriage of the holy prophet of Islam, [putting] the moral
character of the prophet into controversy and challenge.” He added a threat: “Islam permits child
marriage and it will not be tolerated if any ruler will ever try to touch this issue in the name of
giving more rights to women.” The Mufti said that 200,000 jihadists were ready to sacrifice their
lives for any law restricting child marriage.

Turkey’s directorate of religious affairs (Diyanet) said in January 2018 that under Islamic law, girls as
young as nine can marry.

“Islam has no age barrier in marriage and Muslims have no apology for those who refuse to accept
this” — Ishag Akintola, professor of Islamic Eschatology and Director of Muslim Rights Concern,
Nigeria

“There is no minimum marriage age for either men or women in Islamic law. The law in many
countries permits girls to marry only from the age of 18. This is arbitrary legislation, not Islamic
law.” — Dr. Abd Al-Hamid Al-‘Ubeidi, Iraqi expert on Islamic law
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There is no minimum age for marriage and that girls can be married “even if they are in the cradle.”
— Dr. Salih bin Fawzan, prominent cleric and member of Saudi Arabia’s highest religious council
“Islam does not forbid marriage of young children.” — Pakistan’s Council of Islamic Ideology

“Iraq to lower the ‘age of consent’ for girls to nine,” by Lilia Sebouai, Telegraph, November 7, 2024:
Iraq is poised to slash the legal age of consent from 18 to to nine, allowing men to marry young
children.

The proposed legal change also deprives women of rights to divorce, child custody and inheritance.
Iraq’s parliament, which is dominated by a coalition of conservative Shia Muslim parties, is
preparing to vote through an amendment that would overturn the country’s “personal status
law”....

The governing coalition says the move aligns with a strict interpretation of Islamic law and is
intended to protect young girls from “immoral relationships”....

Iraq already has high rates of child marriage. According to the United Nations Children’s Fund
(Unicef), some 28 per cent of women in Iraq are married by 18.

This is because of a loophole in the personal status law which allows religious leaders, instead of
the courts, to officiate thousands of marriages each year - including those involving girls as young
as 15, with permission from the father.

These unregistered marriages are widespread in economically poor, ultra-conservative Shia
communities in Iraq.

But because the nuptials are not recognised by law, the girls and any children they have are denied
a plethora of rights.

For example, hospitals can refuse women admitted for childbirth without a marriage certificate.
The amendment would legitimise these religious marriages, putting young girls at increased risk of
sexual and physical violence, as well as being denied access to education and employment...

UBERSETZUNG

Irak senkt das Schutzalter fiir Madchen auf GeheiB schiitischer muslimischer Parteien auf neun
Jahre

9. November 2024 13:00 Uhr Von Robert Spencer25 Kommentare

Die islamische Tradition berichtet, dass Mohammed seine Ehe mit Aisha vollzog (d.h.
vergewaltigte), als sie neun Jahre alt war, und die daraus resultierende Tatsache, dass Kinderehen
und die Sexualisierung von Kindern in weiten Teilen der islamischen Welt als selbstverstandlich
angesehen werden.

"Der Prophet schrieb den Ehevertrag mit Aisha, als sie sechs Jahre alt war, und vollzog seine Ehe mit
ihr, als sie neun Jahre alt war, und sie blieb neun Jahre lang bei ihm (d.h. bis zu seinem Tod)" (Bukhari
7.62.88).

Eine andere Uberlieferung lasst Aischa selbst die Szene erzihlen:

Der Prophet engagierte mich, als ich ein Madchen von sechs Jahren war. Wir fuhren nach Medina und
wohnten im Haus von Bani-al-Harith bin Khazraj. Dann wurde ich krank und meine Haare fielen aus.
Spater wuchsen meine Haare (wieder) und meine Mutter, Umm Ruman, kam zu mir, als ich mit
einigen meiner Freundinnen in einer Schaukel spielte. Sie rief mich an, und ich ging zu ihr, ohne zu
wissen, was sie mit mir machen wollte. Sie faRte mich bei der Hand und lie mich vor der Tur des
Hauses stehen. Da war ich atemlos, und als meine Atmung wieder in Ordnung war, nahm sie etwas
Wasser und rieb mir Gesicht und Kopf damit. Dann nahm sie mich mit ins Haus. Dort im Haus sah ich
einige Ansari-Frauen, die sagten: "Beste Wiinsche und Allahs Segen und viel Gliick." Dann vertraute
sie mich ihnen an und sie bereiteten mich (fir die Ehe) vor. Unerwartet kam der Gesandte Allahs am
Vormittag zu mir, und meine Mutter Gibergab mich ihm, und damals war ich ein Madchen von neun
Jahren. (Bukhari 5.58.234).

Muhammad war zu diesem Zeitpunkt vierundfiinfzig Jahre alt. Heutzutage gibt es im Westen
aufwendige Bemiihungen, all dies zu leugnen. Ein islamischer Gelehrter und Apologet namens
Joshua Little hat ein ausgekliigeltes Argument aus dem genauen Studium der Uberlieferungsketten
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(Isnads) verschiedener Traditionen liber Aisha konstruiert und behauptet, dass diese Traditionen,
obwohl sie in Sahih Bukhari erscheinen, der Hadith-Sammlung, die Muslime fiir am zuverlassigsten
halten, tatsachlich nicht authentisch sind. Littles Argument ist jedoch absurd und in sich
widerspriichlich. Er riumt ein, dass die Hadithe vom historischen Standpunkt aus spat und
unzuverlissig sind, und gibt sogar zu, dass die Ketten der Ubermittler, wie die Geschichten selbst,
frei geschmiedet wurden. Dann stiitzt er sein ganzes Argument dafiir, dass die Traditionen auch aus
islamischen Griinden nicht authentisch sind, auf die Isnads, die er gerade zugegeben hat, dass sie
gefalscht sein konnten. Er behauptet, das Alter verschiedener Traditionen anhand der Art und
Weise bestimmen zu kénnen, wie sie geschmiedet wurden, aber hier ist sein Argument so
mutmalBlich und subjektiv, dass es im Wesentlichen wertlos ist.

Little ist auch ein Standard-Lemming-Akademiker. Er prangert Leute an, die er "Islamophob" nennt,
weil sie viel Aufhebens um Mohammeds Ehe mit Aisha machen. Er ignoriert den Hauptgrund, warum
sich irgendjemand darum kiimmert: nicht, wie er behauptet, "Islamophobe" behaupten,
Mohammeds Beispiel zwinge Muslime, Kinderehen zu dulden, sondern weil allzu viele

islamische Autoritaten Kinderehen dulden. Im April 2011 erkldrte der Mufti von Bangladesch, Fazlul
Haque Amini, dass diejenigen, die versuchen, ein Gesetz zu verabschieden, das Kinderehen in
diesem Land verbietet, Mohammed in ein schlechtes Licht riicken: "Das Verbot von Kinderehen
wird dazu fiihren, dass die Ehe des heiligen Propheten des Islam in Frage gestellt wird, und den
moralischen Charakter des Propheten in Kontroversen und Herausforderungen bringen." Er fiigte
eine Drohung hinzu: "Der Islam erlaubt Kinderehen und es wird nicht toleriert, wenn irgendein
Herrscher jemals versuchen wird, dieses Thema im Namen von mehr Rechten fiir Frauen
anzugehen." Der Mufti sagte, dass 200.000 Dschihadisten bereit seien, ihr Leben fiir jedes Gesetz zu
opfern, das die Kinderheirat einschrankt.

Das tiirkische Direktorat fiir religiose Angelegenheiten (Diyanet) erkldrte im Januar 2018, dass nach
islamischem Recht Madchen im Alter von neun Jahren heiraten kdnnen.

"Der Islam kennt keine Altersgrenze in der Ehe und Muslime haben keine Entschuldigung fiir
diejenigen, die sich weigern, dies zu akzeptieren" — Ishaq Akintola, Professor fiir islamische
Eschatologie und Direktor von Muslim Rights Concern, Nigeria

"Im islamischen Recht gibt es weder fiir Mdnner noch fiir Frauen ein Mindestheiratsalter. Das
Gesetz in vielen Landern erlaubt es Madchen erst ab dem Alter von 18 Jahren, zu heiraten. Das ist
willkiirliche Gesetzgebung, kein islamisches Recht." — Dr. Abd Al-Hamid Al-'Ubeidi, irakischer
Experte fiir islamisches Recht

Es gibt kein Mindestalter fiir die Heirat und dass Madchen verheiratet werden kdnnen, "auch wenn
sie in der Wiege liegen". — Dr. Salih bin Fawzan, prominenter Geistlicher und Mitglied des héchsten
religiésen Rates Saudi-Arabiens

"Der Islam verbietet nicht die Heirat von kleinen Kindern." — Pakistans Rat fiir islamische Ideologie
"Irak senkt das 'Schutzalter' fiir Madchen auf neun Jahre", von Lilia Sebouai, Telegraph, 7.
November 2024:

Der Irak steht kurz davor, das gesetzliche Schutzalter von 18 auf neun Jahre zu senken, damit
Manner kleine Kinder heiraten diirfen.

Die vorgeschlagene Gesetzesdnderung beraubt Frauen auch des Rechts auf Scheidung, Sorgerecht
und Erbschaft.

Das irakische Parlament, das von einer Koalition konservativer schiitischer Parteien dominiert wird,
bereitet sich darauf vor, iiber einen Anderungsantrag abzustimmen, der das
"Personenstandsgesetz" des Landes kippen wiirde....

Die Regierungskoalition sagt, der Schritt stehe im Einklang mit einer strengen Auslegung des
islamischen Rechts und solle junge Madchen vor "unmoralischen Beziehungen" schiitzen.

Im Irak ist die Zahl der Kinderehen bereits hoch. Nach Angaben des Kinderhilfswerks der Vereinten
Nationen (Unicef) sind etwa 28 Prozent der Frauen im Irak mit 18 Jahren verheiratet.

Der Grund dafiir ist eine Liicke im Personenstandsgesetz, die es religiosen Fiihrern anstelle der
Gerichte ermdoglicht, jedes Jahr Tausende von Ehen zu schlieBen — einschlieB8lich solcher, an denen
Madchen im Alter von 15 Jahren beteiligt sind, mit Erlaubnis des Vaters.
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Diese nicht registrierten Ehen sind in wirtschaftlich armen, ultrakonservativen schiitischen
Gemeinden im Irak weit verbreitet.

Aber weil die Ehe gesetzlich nicht anerkannt wird, werden den Madchen und ihren Kindern eine
Fiille von Rechten verweigert.

So kdnnen Krankenhduser beispielsweise Frauen ablehnen, die ohne Heiratsurkunde zur Geburt
aufgenommen werden.

Die Anderung wiirde diese religiosen Ehen legitimieren und junge Midchen einem erhoéhten Risiko
sexueller und korperlicher Gewalt aussetzen und ihnen den Zugang zu Bildung und Beschiaftigung
verwehren...
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Child Marriage in Islam: An Overview

Nov 10, 2024 3:00 pm By Abdullah Bashar9 Comments

In the view of all Muslim scholars (whether Sunni or Shia), there is no established age when a
female can be married off. In light of this, a Muslim man is allowed to wed girls who are
significantly younger than nine, and even to engage in sexual activity with them, with an
exemption of penetration of the vagina until the girl is old enough to manage it. When the preterm
girl reaches the age of nine, though, it doesn’t matter if she is physically competent to handle
penetration, because her husband is still permitted to do it.

We will now cite some of Islam’s finest thinkers and authorities to support all we just said, lest we
come under suspicion of inventing it all up. We start with the following quotation:

“Muslim schools of jurisprudence UNANIMOUSLY allow the marriage of young girls, even if they
were still babies in the cradle. But intercourse cannot occur until the girl can withstand
penetration.” (Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani, Fath al-Bari, volume 11, p, 25)

When a precocious youth is prepared to have sex, in the words of noted Muslim scholar an-Nawawi
in Sahih Muslim, “for sex, it is permissible at any time given there is no harm to the girl and both
the husband and the girls’ guardian approve.” In the words of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, “If they don’t
agree, she is forced to join her husband at 9 years.” (Sharh Muslim, volume 3, p. 577)

In addition, check this certified ruling:

| would like to know whether there is a set age for marriage in Islam for men and women? | hope you
can explain with reference to the Qur’aan and saheeh hadeeths.

Published Date: 2011-07-10

Praise be to Allaah.

Firstly:

ISLAM DOES NOT GIVE A SPECIFIC AGE FOR MARRIAGE, either for the husband or for the wife. Allah,
may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And for such of your women as despair of menstruation, if ye doubt, their period (of waiting) shall
be three months, along with those who have it not”

[al-Talaaq 65:4].

Al-Sa‘di said: “along with those who have it [menses] not” means minors, those who have not yet
started to menstruate. Adult women who have never menstruated at all are like those who “despair
of menstruation” (i.e., have passed menopause); their ‘iddah is three months. End quote.

Tafseer al-Sa‘di, p. 870

The Prophet married ‘Aa’ishah when she was six years old and the marriage was consummated
when she was nine years old. Narrated by al-Bukhaari (4840) and Muslim (1422).

Ibn Qudaamah said in al-Sharh al-Kabeer, 7/386:
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With regard to females, the father may give his minor, virgin daughter who has not yet reached the
age of nine in marriage, AND THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE OF OPINION CONCERNING THAT, if he gives
her in marriage to someone who is compatible. Ibn al- Mundhir said: All of those scholars from
whom we acquired knowledge UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that it is permissible for a father to give his
minor daughter in marriage if he arranges her to someone who is compatible, and it is permissible
for him to do that EVEN IF SHE IS RELUCTANT. End quote...
Fourthly:
A man should not consummate marriage with his young bride until she is physically able to bear
intercourse. This varies from one time, place and environment to another. (Islam Question and
Answer, General Supervisor: Shaykh Muhammad Saalih al-Munajjid, 146882: Is there a set age for
marriage in Islam? https://islamqa.info/en/146882; bold and capital emphasis ours)
And:
Secondly:
Marrying a young girl before she reaches the age of adolescence is permitted in sharee’ah; indeed
it was narrated that there was scholarly consensus on this point.

e Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“And those of your women as have passed the age of monthly courses, for them the ‘Iddah
(prescribed period), if you have doubt (about their periods), is three months; and for those who have
no courses [(i.e. they are still immature) their ‘Iddah (prescribed period) is three months likewise”
[al-Talaaq 65:4]
In this verse we see that Allaah has made the ‘iddah in the case of divorce of a girl who does not have
periods — because she is young and has not yet reached puberty — three months. This clearly
indicates that Allaah has made this a valid marriage.

e It was narrated from ‘Aa’ishah that the Prophet married her when she was six years old, he

consummated the marriage with her when she was nine and she stayed with him for nine

(Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 4840; Muslim, 1422)
The Prophet married ‘Aa’ishah when she was six years old and consummated the marriage when she
was nine.”
(Narrated by al-Bukhaari and Muslim; Muslim says ‘seven years’)
The fact that it is permissible to marry a young girl does not mean that it is permissible to have
intercourse with her; rather that should not be done until she is able for it. For that reason the
Prophet delayed the consummation of his marriage to ‘Aa’ishah. Al-Nawawi said: With regard to the
wedding-party of a young married girl at the time of consummating the marriage, if the husband
and the guardian of the girl agree upon something that will not cause harm to the young girl, then
that may be done. If they disagree, then Ahmad and Abu ‘Ubayd say that one [sic] a girl reaches the
age of nine then the marriage may be consummated even without her consent, but that does not
apply in the case of who is younger. Maalik, al-Shaafa’i and Abu Haneefah said: the marriage may
be consummated when the girl is able for intercourse, which varies from one girl to another, SO NO
AGE LIMIT CAN BE SET. THIS IS THE CORRECT VIEW. There is NOTHING in the hadeeth of ‘Aa’ishah
TO SET AN AGE LIMIT, or to forbid that in the case of a girl WHO IS ABLE FOR IT BEFORE THE AGE OF
NINE, or to allow it in the case of a girl WHO IS NOT ABLE FOR IT AND HAS REACHED THE AGE OF
NINE. Al-Dawoodi said: ‘Aa’ishah was reached physical maturity (at the time when her marriage
was consummated).
Sharh Muslim, 9/206
It is preferable for a guardian not to marry off his daughter when she is still young unless there is a
valid reason for that.
Al-Nawawi said:
It should be noted that al-Shaafa’i and his companions said: It is preferable for fathers and
grandfathers not to marry off a virgin until she reaches the age of puberty and they ask her
permission, lest she end up in a marriage that she dislikes. What they said does not go against the
hadeeth of ‘Aa’ishah, because what they meant is that they should not marry her off before she
reaches puberty if there is no obvious interest to be served that they fear will be missed out on if
they delay it, as in the hadeeth of ‘Aa’ishah. In that case it is preferable to go ahead with the



marriage because the father is enjoined to take care of his child’s interests and not to let a good
opportunity slip away.

And Allaah knows best.

(IslamQA, 2002)

Pay close attention to the portion where it indicates that a man can have sex with an underage girl
who has turned nine years old, regardless of whether or not she can tolerate vaginal penetration. He
is able to sleep with his child spouse regardless of whether she happens to be younger than nine.
Finally, here is another fatwa clarifying that child marriages are allowed:

Firstly:

There is NOTHING in sharee‘ah to stipulate a particular age of marriage for the man or woman. The
scholars are UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that marriage of a minor girl is permissible if her father gives
her in marriage to someone who is compatible.

The Qur’an and Sunnah indicate that marriage of a minor [a female who has not yet reached puberty]
is valid, AND NO PARTICULAR AGE IS STIPULATED FOR THAT.

Ibn Qudaamah said: If a man gives his virgin daughter in marriage to someone who is compatible,
then the marriage is valid. ... With regard to a virgin who is a minor, there is no difference of scholarly
opinion concerning that. Ibn al-Mundhir said: All the scholars from whom we acquired knowledge are
unanimously agreed that it is permissible for a father to give his minor daughter in marriage,
provided that he offer her in marriage to someone who is compatible, even if she objects and refuses.
The fact that it is permissible to give a minor girl in marriage is indicated by the verse in which Allah,
may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning): “And those of your women as have passed
the age of monthly courses, for them the Iddah (prescribed period), if you have doubts (about their
periods), is three months, and for those who have no courses ((i.e. they are still immature)...” [at-
Talaaq 65:4]. So the ‘iddah for one who has not started to menstruate is three months, and the ‘iddah
of three months can only be required in the case of talaaq (divorce) or annulment of marriage. This
indicates that (the girl who is a minor) may be married and divorced, and her consent is not essential.
‘Aa’ishah said: The Prophet married me when | was six years old and consummated the marriage with
me when | was nine. Agreed upon. It is known that at that age she would not be one of those whose
permission would be taken into account. al-Athram narrated that Qudaamah ibn Maz’oon married
the daughter of az-Zubayr when she began to menstruate, and something was said to him. He said: If
| die, the daughter of az-Zubayr will inherit from me, and if | live, she will be my wife. And ‘Ali gave his
daughter Umm Kalthoom in marriage when she was a minor to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab.

End quote from al-Mughni, 7/30

Shaykh Ibn Baaz said, commenting on the minimum legal age for marriage in some countries...

To proceed

The newspaper ar-Riyadh (issue no. 4974) published a report entitled “Family Law proposal in the
Emirates”, in which it stated that the proposal is based on Islamic sharee‘ah. In the article it says:
“With regard to marriage contracts, the law states that the boy should be no younger than eighteen
years and the girl should be no younger than sixteen, and a penalty of no less than one thousand
dirhams and no more than five thousand is to be imposed on anyone who goes against this law, so
long as the court has not decided otherwise in cases where preservation of honour and dignity is
sought. It is also not permitted for anyone who have passed the age of sixty years to marry the [sic]
without the permission of the court, especially if the age difference between the two parties is
greater than half the age of the older of the two.”

Because this is contrary to what Allah has prescribed, | would like to point out the truth.

There is no upper or lower limit on the age for marriage; this is indicated by the Qur’an and Sunnah.
The Qur’an and Sunnah encourage marriage without stipulating a particular age. Allah says
(interpretation of the meaning):

“They ask your legal instruction concerning women, say: Allah instructs you about them, and about
what is recited unto you in the Book concerning the orphan girls whom you give not the prescribed
portions (as regards Mahr and inheritance) and yet whom you desire to marry”

[an-Nisa’ 4:124].




So it is permissible to marry an orphan girl, who is one who has not yet reached the age of puberty;
her maximum age is fifteen years according to the more correct opinion, although she may reach
puberty before that. The Prophet said: “The orphan girl should be asked for permission with regard to
her marriage; if she remains silent, that is her permission, but if she refuses then it is not permissible
to force her into marriage.” The Prophet married ‘Aa’ishah when she was six or seven years old and
consummated the marriage with her when she was nine, and his actions are legislation for this
ummah. The Sahaabah also married women when they were minors and when they were adults,
without specifying any particular age. So no one has the right to introduce laws other than those
which were prescribed by Allah and His Messenger, or to change the laws that were prescribed by
Allah and His Messenger, because those laws are sufficient. Whoever thinks otherwise has wronged
himself and has introduced laws for the people for which Allah has not given permission. And Allah
says, criticising this kind of people (interpretation of the meaning):

“Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), who have instituted for them a religion which Allah has
not allowed?”***nu

[ash-Shoora 42:21].

And the Prophet said: “Whoever introduces into this matter of ours anything that is not part of it will
have it rejected.” Agreed upon. According to a version narrated by Muslim: “Whoever introduces an
action that is not part of this matter of ours will have it rejected.” Al- Bukhaari narrated itin a
mu‘allaq report.

| remind those who are doing this thing of the words of Allah (interpretation of the meaning):

“And let those who oppose the Messengers (Muammad SAW) commandment (i.e. his Sunnah legal
ways, orders, acts of worship, statements, etc.) (among the sects) beware, lest some Fitnah (disbelief,
trials, afflictions, earthquakes, killing, overpowered by a tyrant, etc.) befall them or a painful torment
be inflicted on them”

[an-Noor 24:63].

Whatever befalls a nation or individuals of trials, blocking people from the path of Allah, epidemics,
wars, or other calamities, the cause of that is what people have done of things that are contrary to
the laws of Allah, as He says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned. And He
pardons much”

[ash-Shoora 42:30].

Allah has described what befell some past nations of punishment and doom because of their going
against His command. Let those who are wise pay heed and learn from that.

It is not sufficient to claim to be following Islamic sharee‘ah when there are things that go against it.
Allah criticised the Jews for doing that when He said (interpretation of the meaning):

“Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the recompense of
those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection
they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do”
[al-Bagarah 2:85].

| also remind the scholars to fear Allah and to do what is enjoined upon them of offering sincere
advice to those who are in authority by explaining the truth, urging them to follow it and warning
them against disobeying it. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning):

“O mankind! Fear your Lord (by keeping your duty to Him and avoiding all evil), and fear a Day when
no father can avail aught for his son, nor a son avail aught for his father. Verily, the Promise of Allah is
true, let not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the chief deceiver (Satan) deceive you
about Allah”

[Lugmaan 31:33].

May Allah help us all to speak the truth, accept it and act upon it; may He unite the Muslims in
guidance and ruling in accordance with His law in all things, for He is able to do that. May Allah send
blessings and peace upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and Companions.

End quote from Majmoo’ Fataawa ash-Shaykh |bn Baaz, 4/125

Thus it is clear that limiting the age for marriage is something that is CONTRARY TO SHAREE'AH, SO
THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO OBEY IT.



If the state wants to protect girls from being exploited by their guardians and being married to
husbands they do not want, then it should follow the more correct of the two opinions about asking
for the consent of a virgin girl; this opinion states that her consent is a condition of marriage. This is
the view of Abu Haneefah. And if a girl’s guardian gives her in marriage without her consent, then she
has the right of annulment.

(IslamQA, 2012)

This takes me to the topic of my text. In his writings, the late Iranian Ayatollah Khomeini forbade
vaginal intercourse with a child bride who was younger than nine, “regardless of whether the
marriage is temporary or permanent. BUT all other pleasures including groping with lust,
masturbation, thighing are permissible, EVEN TO A BABY.” (Ayatollah Khomeini, Tahrir al- Wasila,
Volume 2, p. 216)

In fact, Muhammad practiced the act of thighing:

Fatwa No: 92051

Meaning of Mufaakhathah

Fatwa Date: Rabee’ Al-Aakhir 5, 1427 / 4-5-2006

Question

Asalamualaykumwarahmatullahiwabarakatahu can you explain to me the thing called “thighing” also
pronounced “mufa

Answer...

The term Mufaakhathah means to have foreplay with the wife in between her thighs. It is reported in
one narration that when the Prophet wanted to enjoy one of his wives who was in menstruation, he
would put a piece of cloth on her vagina (i.e. cover it). [lbn Maajah].

The author of Faydh Al-Qadeer interpreted the expression ‘if he wanted to enjoy to mean having all
permissible foreplay but avoiding the vagina [or the anus], like in between her thighs (i.e.
Mufaakhathah).

Allaah Knows best.

(Islamweb.net, 2006)

Here is the narration cited in the above source:

Sunan Ibn Majah

The Book of Purification and its Sunnah

It was narrated from Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufyan that:

He asked Umm Habibah, the wife of the Prophet: “What did you used to do with the Messenger of
Allah when you were menstruating?” She said: “If it was at the beginning of the period when the
bleeding is heavy, we would tie the waist-wrapper tightly around our thighs, then lie down with the
Messenger of Allah.”

Grade: SAHIH (Darussalam)

English reference: Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 638

Arabic reference: Book 1, Hadith 681

(Sunnah.com)

The following report gives us an idea of why Muhammad had his wives tie a wrapper around their
thighs:

Sunan Ibn Majah

The Book of Purification and its Sunnah

It was narrated from Anas that:

The Jews would not sit with a menstruating woman in a house, nor eat with her, nor drink with her.
That was mentioned to the Messenger of Allah, then Allah revealed the words: “They ask you
concerning menstruation. Say: that is a harmful thing, therefore keep away from women during
menses.” The Messenger of Allah said: “Do everything except sexual intercourse.”

Grade: SAHIH (Darussalam)

English reference: Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 644

Arabic reference: Book 1, Hadith 687

(Sunnah.com)



https://www.islamweb.net/en/fatwa/92051/
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“Do everything except sexual intercourse” — this means that, when the wife is on her menses,
Muhammad did everything that the Ayatollah stated is permissible, such as groping, thighing,
masturbation, etc. (SearchTruth.com, 2004)

Now, what this means is that, with the exception of penetration of the vagina, Muhammad had
groped and “thighed” Aisha. Aisha would also perform masturbation until Muhammad died around
nine years later — this is when Aisha became a widow at the age of eighteen.

As established here, there is no Islamic source which mentions puberty as a requirement for a girl to
be married off. At any age, even at one day old, a girl can be married off. However, until her body
becomes physically big enough for her to not die from penetration, the man cannot penetrate her.
However, in the meantime, he is still able to conduct other sexual acts with her.

https://www.20min.ch/story/gesetzesentwurf-irak-will-schutzalter-auf-9-jahre-senken-um-
maedchen-zu-schuetzen-103218362

Gesetzesentwurf:

Irak will Maddchen schon ab neun Jahren verheiraten

Mit einer Gesetzesinderung wollen mehrere schiitische Parteien, die im Parlament eine Mehrheit
haben, das Ehemiindigkeitsalter halbieren und Frauen das Recht auf Scheidung entziehen.

von

Benedikt Hollenstein

Darum gehts

Irakische Parteien planen, das Schutzalter fir Madchen drastisch zu senken.

Das geplante Gesetz wiirde Frauen grundlegende Rechte wie Scheidung und Erbschaft verweigern.
Experten warnen vor einem Justizkollaps, da religiése Regeln die staatlichen Gesetze ersetzen kénnten.

Ein Gesetzesentwurf im irakischen Parlament sorgt unter Experten und Aktivisten weltweit far
Entristung: Mit der Abschaffung des sogenannten «Gesetzes 188» planen mehrere konservative
schiitische Parteien, die Freiheiten und Rechte von Madchen und Frauen massiv einzuschranken.

Die Einfihrung von «Gesetz 188» im Jahre 1959 wurde damals als eine der progressivsten
Gesetzgebungen zu Familienangelegenheiten im Nahen Osten gefeiert — diese droht sich nun in Luft
aufzulésen. So wollen die Initianten mit ihrem Entwurf etwa das Ehemiindigkeitsalter von bislang
18 Jahren auf neun Jahre halbieren.

Scheidungs- und Sorgerecht sollen ebenfalls fallen

Nicht nur Miadchen, sondern auch Ehefrauen wiirden unter der neuen Gesetzgebung eine massive
Einschrinkung ihrer Freiheiten erfahren: So sollen auch das Recht auf Scheidung, Sorgerecht
und Erbschaft fiir Frauen komplett gestrichen werden. Umso irritierender ist die Begriindung der
federfithrenden schiitischen Parteien: Mit der strikten Orientierung am islamischen Gesetz sollen
demnach «junge Miéddchen vor unmoralischen Beziehungen geschiitzt» werden, wie der «Telegraph»
schreibt.

Es ist nicht der erste Versuch von schiitischen Parteien im Irak, die progressive Gesetzgebung von 1959
zu kippen und die Legislatur den strengen islamischen Regeln zu unterwerfen — Experten firchten aber,
dass die Chancen flir die Initianten dieses Mal gut stehen. Wahrend nicht alle schiitischen Parteien den
Entwurf untersttitzen, haben die treibenden Parteien hinter der Vorlage im Parlament eine Mehrheit.

«Vorlage hat mehr Schwung als je zuvor»

«So knapp war es noch nie», sagt Renad Mansour, Experte fir den Irak beim Thinktank Chatham House,
gegenUber der britischen Zeitung. «Die Vorlage hat mehr Schwung als je zuvor, vor allem wegen der
schiitischen Parteien.» Laut Mansour ist die Gesetzesdnderung Teil einer breiteren politischen Initiative,
mit der die schiitischen Parteien ihre Macht im Irak festigen wollen.

«Die Anderung wiirde diese Rechte ausléschen.»

Irak-Expertin Sarah Sanbar

Frauenrechts-Expertinnen zeigen sich angesichts der Vorlage schockiert: «Die Anderung wiirde diese
Rechte nicht nur untergraben, sie wiirde sie ausléschen», sagt Sarah Sanbar, Irak-Expertin bei Human


https://www.searchtruth.com/book_display.php?book=003&translator=2&start=0&number=0579

Rights Watch. Schon jetzt ist die Zahl der Kinderehen im Land hoch: Gemé&ss Unicef sind 28 Prozent
der Frauen mit 18 bereits verheiratet.

Grund daftir ist unter anderem ein gesetzliches Schlupfloch, mit dem das jetzige Schutzalter von 18
Jahren umgangen werden kann. Dabei kénnen religiése Fiihrer Maddchen schon im Alter von 15 Jahren
verheiraten, wenn der Vater einwilligt. Mit dem neuen Gesetzesentwurf, der das Ehemundigkeitsalter
massiv absenkt und den Frauen diverse Rechte komplett untersagt, durften diese Falle massiv
zunehmen.

Expertin fiirchtet Totalkollaps der Justiz

Athraa Al-Hassan, Rechtsberaterin fiir Menschenrechte und Direktorin der Organisation Model
Iraqi Woman, fiirchtet gar, dass die schiitischen Parteien mit ihrem Plan die jetzige irakische
Justiz ganz ausschalten wollen, indem das Regierungssystem durch die sogenannte
«Vormundschaft des Juristen» ersetzt wird — dabei steht die religiose Rechtsprechung iiber dem
Rechtsstaat.

https://www.zdfheute.de/politik/ausland/irak-kinderehe-gesetzentwurf-100.html
Gesetzentwurf im Irak

Kinderehen kénnten bald erlaubt sein

08.09.2024 | 09:15

Ein Gesetzentwurf im Irak kann dazu fihren, dass Madchen ab neun Jahren verheiratet werden.
Aktivisten beflirchten einen Anstieg von Kinderehen im Land.

Das neue Gesetz im Irak wiirde es erlauben, sehr junge Madchen zu verheiraten.

Quelle: AP

Schaimaa Saadun wurde gegen ihren Willen mit einem 39-jahrigen Mann verheiratet, als sie gerade
13 Jahre geworden war. Bis heute leidet sie unter den Erinnerungen an das, was sie in der von
Missbrauch gepragten Ehe erleben musste. Ihre verarmte Familie aus dem stdirakischen Basra hatte
gehofft, mithilfe der Brautgaben die eigenen Lebensumstdande verbessern zu kénnen.

Es wurde von mir erwartet, dass ich eine Ehefrau und Mutter werde, obwohl ich selbst noch ein Kind
war. Kein Kind und keine Jugendliche sollte gezwungen werden, das zu durchleben, was ich
durchleben und erfahren musste.

Schaima Saadun

Saadun ist inzwischen 44 Jahre alt und lieR sich mit 30 von ihrem Mann scheiden. lhre Vermahlung
war illegal - nach irakischem Recht hatte sie mindestens 18 Jahre alt sein miissen. Aber ein Richter,
der mit dem Mann verwandt war, hatte die Ehe damals trotzdem genehmigt.

Im Irak "verheiraten" schiitische Geistliche junge Madchen und Frauen fiir "Vergniigungsehen auf
Zeit": Verbindungen, die nur eine Stunde dauern kdnnen — meist fir rein sexuelle Zwecke.
05.10.2020 | 44:45 min

Irak: Gesetzentwurf soll Kinderehen ermdoglichen

Solche Fille gibt es immer wieder. Bald kdnnten Kinderehen im Irak aber sogar ganz offiziell erlaubt
sein. Denn das Parlament debattiert (iber einen Gesetzentwurf, der religiosen Instanzen weit mehr
Einfluss auf familienrechtliche Angelegenheiten geben wiirde als bisher. Nach Einschatzung von
Menschenrechtlern kdnnte dies dazu flhren, dass kiinftig auch Madchen, die gerade einmal neun
Jahre alt sind, verheiratet werden dirften.



Der Vorstol} geht auf schiitische Politiker zurtick, die von geistlichen Anflihrern unterstiitzt werden.
Argumentiert wird unter anderem damit, dass die liberwiegend muslimische Gesellschaft des Iraks
vor der zunehmenden Ausbreitung von kulturellen Normen des Westens geschiitzt werden misse. Im
April verabschiedete das Parlament bereits ein Gesetz, das gleichgeschlechtliche Ehen und auch das
Eintreten flr die Rechte von Homosexuellen verbietet.

Mehr Rechte fiir Geistliche - Frauen protestieren

Gesetzentwurf sieht vor, dass die Menschen im Irak sich im Bereich des Familienrechts kiinftig auch
an religiose Gerichte wenden kdnnen. Damit lage die Entscheidung ganz bei Geistlichen und deren
Interpretation des islamischen Rechts. Und einige Geistliche interpretieren die sogenannte Scharia so,
dass Madchen auch als Jugendliche oder sogar schon als Neunjahrige verheiratet werden dirfen.
Protest dagegen kommt vor allem von irakischen Frauen. Viele haben sich vor dem Parlament zu
Demonstrationen versammelt oder das Vorhaben in Sozialen Medien kritisiert.

Ein Gesetz zu erlassen, mit dem das Land 1.500 Jahre zurlickgeworfen wird, ist eine skandaltse
Sache. Die Aufgabe des irakischen Parlaments besteht darin, Gesetze zu verabschieden, mit denen die
gesellschaftliche Entwicklung vorangebracht wird.

Heba al-Dabbuni, Aktivistin

Nach Darstellung von konservativen Abgeordneten bliebe es den Irakern durch die Neuregelung
selbst Gberlassen, sich entweder an zivile oder an religiose Gerichte zu wenden. Menschenrechtler
betonen allerdings, dass in der Praxis vor allem die Mdanner mehr Entscheidungsmoglichkeiten
bekamen.

Nicht alle Geistliche fiir Herabsetzung des Heiratsalters

Auch unter irakischen Geistlichen ist das Vorhaben umstritten. Zuletzt sprach sich ein sunnitischer
Prediger in einer Fernsehsendung gegen ein jlingeres Heiratsalter aus und sagte, dies ware schadlich
flr die betroffenen Madchen. Er betonte auch, dass die bestehenden Regelungen nicht im Konflikt
zum Islam stlinden. Der schiitische Prediger Raschid al-Husseini sagte in einem online verbreiteten
Vortrag, die Scharia erlaube zwar die Vermahlung von Neunjadhrigen. Aber in der Praxis komme das
"zu null Prozent, oder in einem Prozent der Falle" vor.

Deutschland: Neue Regeln fiir Verbot von Kinderehen

Saadun, die heute in Erbil in der autonomen kurdischen Region im Norden des Landes lebt, sorgt sich
aber vor allem um die jungen Frauen und Madchen, die bald zu dem gezwungen werden kdnnten,
was sie selbst einst erleiden musste. "Die neuen Anderungen im Personenstandsrecht werden die
Zukunft vieler kleiner Madchen und vieler Generationen zerstéren", sagt sie.



